The aim of this study was to determine whether behaviour problems in indoor cats depend on the number of cats in a household or rearing one or more cats in a household together with a dog. The study was carried out on animals which were divided for the purpose of this study into 4 groups: (1) 
INTRODUCTION
Although Queen Victoria popularized cats as domestic animals, it has been only lately that cats have begun to adjust to indoor-only conditions. The fact is, that today cats are the most frequent pets found in American households.
According to the Humane Society of the USA, there are 83.3 million dogs and 95.6 million cats kept as household pets in the country [7] . The increased population of humans living in cities and towns is probably one of the main reasons for the increasing popularity of cats. Cats are better equipped for life in a smaller space, require less care and can coexist easier with humans in these hectic times.
Cat owners who try to adjust cats to their own lifestyle without considering the essence of existence of these animals and their needs, eventually find out that they have at home an unhappy cat which behaves in the way considered inappropriate by the owner. The social behaviour of cats is closely related to behaviour problems of these animals. The cat owners should try to understand how domestication has affected the behaviour of these animals. Each cat has its 59 own specific story, a repertoire of experiences which affect its own perception of the world. First we have to understand cats in general before we can comprehend the laws according to which the individual cats will act and behave [7] .
One of the reasons for keeping cats exclusively indoors is the fact that owners try to prevent conflicts which may develop when a new cat tries to integrate into the territory in the garden of its owner which already belongs to a neighbour's cat. On the other hand, if the cat has to stay throughout its life in the relatively small space of our households, this can induce stress without the presence of another animal. However, although people have kept cats in apartments for more than 30 years, only a few systemic studies have been conducted with the aim of revealing whether cats consider such "prisons" as stressful [5] .
B a r r y and C r o w e l l -D a v i s [3] described the relationship of two castrated indoor cats in their study which focused on differences in the behaviour within genders.
They observed that there were no significant differences between genders in friendly and aggressive behaviour. However, in households with two females, no mutual cleaning of cats was observed, but in the case of households with two tomcats the animals spent more time in close proximity [3] .
Consequently, the life of an indoor cat is considerably affected by its owner as it was indicated by A d a m e l l i et al. [1] who investigated the cat -man relationship with respect to their quality of life in a group of 62 cats. The quality was evaluated by means of a questionnaire which focused on the care of the animal, its behaviour, characteristic features of the owner and his/her cat, simple physical examination of cat and Lexington's test of pet attachment. This test revealed a medium quality of life of 87.2 % of the cats. Although the quality of life of these cats was good and they were in good physical condition, only 16.1 % showed no abnormal behaviour. Scientists who performed this study concluded that the quality of a cat's life is affected considerably by coexistence with other animals. All analysed aspects (care, behaviour, physical condition) were eventually affected by the owners. Other characteristics (gonadectomy, age at obtaining the animal, coexistence with other cats) which affected the animals to a lesser but still significant extent, were determined by performed testing [1] .
In order to understand the behaviour of cats, particularly with the aim of finding out more about their ability to coexist with other cats, dogs or people, one should first gain an understanding of the development of their social behaviour in the process of domestication of a solitary wild cat compared to the domestic cat, the animal we know today.
The aim of this study was to determine whether behaviour problems and inappropriate behaviour of indoor cats depends on the number of cats in the household or their coexistence with a dog, by means of a questionnaire.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The subject of this investigation involved indoor cats divided for the purpose of this study into the following 4 groups: (1) households with one cat (n = 10); (2) households with two cats (n = 7); (3) households with three or more cats (n = 11); and (4) 
RESULTS
The information obtained through questionnaires was processed and is summarised in Tables 1 and 2 . tage involved the rearing of the young. Two and more cats which gathered their kittens were able to take care of them much better than isolated cats which had to leave their young when they went to hunt. Life in a family also provides the cats the opportunity to learn one from another which is more advantageous than learning individually.
The first group evaluated in our study included households with one cat. In this group both aggression to man and cats (40 %) and territorial aggression (40 %) were observed. Although the proportion of animals with aggression to man and cats in this group was lower in comparison with groups two and three of cats, this cannot be considered proof that cats reared alone, i. e. without the presence of a feline "rival", will not display problem behaviour which is in agreement with the observations by B r a d s h a w [4] .
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The occurrence of behaviour problems (43 % and 29 %), detected in households with two cats in our study can again support the correctness of other conclusions made by B r a d s h a w [4] and of additional studies mentioned in this section. However, behavioural problems in the form of aggression were observed also in unrelated cats (two intact and two spayed) and in two related male cats. Unsuitable behaviour was associated with manifestation of oestrus in cats and therefore we consider behaviour problems a more important indicator of the relationship between two cats.
According to B r a d s h a w [4] , the fact that two cats have the same owner does not necessarily mean that they will get along well with one another. Many cats observe the principal rule of cat society, namely to proceed cautiously when approaching any cat which is not part of the family.
However, the majority of owners are ignorant of this rule and carelessly obtains another cat in belief that these two animals will soon become good friends. Although this may apply in general to dogs, the cats will more likely only tolerate each other [4] . vided that their first contact takes place at a young age (cat up to 6 months of age, and a dog up to one year). According to these authors it is possible to conclude that the mutual exposure of one species to another at an early age facilitates the mutual recognition of body language by these animals and the subsequent development of a friendly relationship [6] .
The results of F e u e r s t e i n and T e r k e l [6] , as well as ours, disprove the opinion that a cat and a dog in one household cannot get along well with each other. In all households in group 4, the relationship of cat and dog was either neutral or positive and owners observed that the animals were involved in a hunting imitation play. As far as problem behaviour was concerned, only in 20 % of households the owners observed aggression to cats which were brought to the household for a short time only. This is however understandable behaviour of the indoor cat which coexists in one room apartment with two owners and a dog.
Additional behaviour problems were observed in 20 % of the households in the form of petting aggression.
When a new cat was brought to the household, changed behaviour in the form of aggression was observed in 43 % of animals from group 2, which lasted from two days up to one week, and in 45 % of cats from group 3 associated with undesirable urination which lasted two to three days, either in resident or newly introduced cats. Our results resemble those of L e v i n e et al. [8] who reported that introducing another cat into a household with several other cats, result- and defecation alone (9 %), and the most frequent reason was toilet aversion (63.4 %). Indoor cats exhibited more behaviour problems than cats with access to the exterior and the aggressiveness occurred more frequently in households with one cat [2] . Our results agree with the observations of the above authors [2] with one exception, namely that the object of aggression to man were toward the owners.
According to our results, the owners was a target of such behaviour in only three out of seven cases.
The summary of the detected behaviour problems indicates that the most frequent behavioural problem in all groups was aggression to man or other cats and inappropriate toileting behaviour rated as second. Less frequent or rare problems were vocalisation, pica (sucking microtene bags) and fear.
CONCLUSIONS
On the basis of our results, we can conclude that the probability of the occurrence of behaviour problems was not related unambiguously to the number of cats in a household (breeding centre) nor to its coexistence with a dog. The percentage of occurrence of changed behaviour following the introduction of a new cat did not differ markedly between the groups.
